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the foramen opticum) the middle third (pyramidal tract) of the in¬ 
ternal capsule. Subsequent examination showed that the attempt 
was almost entirely successful. The result was a degeneration of 
large motor cells only in the cortex. This suggests that the dif¬ 
ferent cell layers of the cortex may have different functions. 

In fine, enough has been said to show that much remains to be 
done to complete the doctrine of the localization of function in 
the brain. First anatomy and then physiology, was Dr. Gudden’s 
watchword ; but if physiology first, then not without anatomy. 

_ J. J. 


THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 

The Result of Nerve-Stretching for Facial Spasms 
Five Years after the Operation. —Mr. F. A. Southam, in a 
“ note ” in the Lancet , April io, 1886, states that there has been no 
return of the spasm, though five years have elapsed. The case was 
previously published in the Lancet five months after the operation. 
The spasm had been of two years’ duration. The operation was 
followed by complete paralysis of all the muscles supplied by the 
facial nerve. At the end of five months the paralysis had com¬ 
pletely disappeared. S. refers to nineteen cases of this operation, 
collected by Tesas ( Wien. med'.Wochenschr ., Nos. 27 and 28, 1885, 
and this Journal, Oct., 1885). In only two of these—viz., in 
one case, operated upon by Tesas himself, and in another by Nav- 
ratil—in addition to the one above referred to, has the cure been 
permanent. In four cases there was considerable improvement, 
while in ten the operation failed to give more than a temporary re¬ 
lief ; in the remaining two cases the result was doubtful, as their 
subsequent history was not followed out. Inasmuch, however, as 
benefit has followed in seven out of seventeen cases, Tesas is of 
opinion that the operation should still be performed whenever the 
spasm is not due to intracranial lesions. 


Antipyrin in Headache, —According to Dr. John R. White 
{Med. Rec. y Sept, n, 1886) antipyrin u not only promptly relieves 
the symptoms of headache, whenever present, whether resulting 
from disordered digestion, disturbance of the menstrual functions, 
loss of sleep, undue mental effort, or even that associated with 
dreaded anaemia, but also possesses reliable prophylactic virtues 
against recurrent attacks of cranial neuralgia/’ Relief often fol¬ 
lows a single dose of fifteen grains within half an hour. “ A sense 
of drowsiness ordinarily supervenes, followed by a brief but suffi¬ 
cient slumber, and the patient awaking quite relieved from the 
distressing symptoms.” 


Urethane in the Treatment of Traumatic Tetanus.— 

Mr. W. T. Jackman publishes in the Lancet , June 12,1886, a case 
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of traumatic tetanus, in which recovery was thought to be due to 
the use of urethane in conjunction with chloral. 


Urethane in Insanity. —Drs. Otto and Koenig ( Therap . 
Gaz ., July 15, 1886), as a result of a trial in a number of cases 
in the hospital for lunatics and epileptics in Dalldorf, did not 
find urethane as valuable as chloral or paraldehyde. Dr. Rot- 
tenbiller, on the other hand, thinks, as a result of his experience 
in the insane asylum at Budapest, that thirty to sixty grains will 
produce several hours’ quiet sleep, without disagreeable after¬ 
effects. He also made a number of experiments with the subcu¬ 
taneous employment of the drug, hoping to avoid the gastric 
disturbances apt to be produced by such large doses. In nine 
cases, two injections of four grains each produced six to eight 
hours’ sleep, or one fourth the quantity needed by the mouth. 
The injections caused no local inflammation. He used a thirty- 
per-cent. watery solution. 


Sciatica Cured by Puncture of the Sheath.— Sir Joseph 
F ayres reports ( Practitioner , April, 1886) a case of long-standing 
sciatica, in which tenderness and fulness existed over the sciatic, 
near its origin. On puncturing the swelling, about two drachms 
of clear serous fluid were drawn off. Instant relief and rapid re¬ 
covery followed. 


Nerve-Stretching for Anaesthesia of Leprosy. —Dr. E. 

Downer records ( Lancet , June 5, 1886) the effect of nerve¬ 
stretching in thirty-two well-marked cases of leprosy, in which 
anaesthesia of the legs was an early and well-marked symptom. 
All the cases were benefited. In some the ulcers, which were 
present, healed completely. In one case, the longest under obser¬ 
vation, sensation continued good for two years. 


Another Local Anaesthetic. —The Therapeutic Gazette 
(July, 1886) directs attention to Dr. Mays’ experiments with 
theine. Dr. Mays had already shown experimentally the anaes¬ 
thetic effect of brucine when applied locally, and afterwards that 
theine paralyzes the nerves of sensation in frogs ; and that this 
impairment of sensibility from theine proceeds from the centre to 
the periphery, and not, like that of brucine, from the periphery to 
the centre. Subsequent investigations by the same author ( Med . 
News , Dec. 12, 1885, and April 17, 1886) prove that it exerts the 
same influence on man. The clinical results obtained in thirty- 
nine cases, including neuralgia, lumbago, myalgia, rheumatic 
pains, etc., in which from one half to two and one half grains of 
the alkaloid were given subcutaneously at or near the central 
origin of the pain, were most favorable. Not only was immediate 
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relief given from pain, but a cure was effected in many cases. 
Localized anaesthesia below the seat of injection was produced, 
but it does not seem to produce any systemic disturbance even in 
maximum doses. The writer, in the Therapeutic Gazette , has also, 
on many occasions, witnessed patients suffering from the most ex¬ 
cruciating neuralgic pains, who were entirely relieved in less than 
five minutes. Morton Prince. 


Hysterical Mania Cured with Hypnotism. Castelli 
E. Sumbroso. Lo Spenmentale y 1885, fasc. ii. Quoted in Revista 
Sperimentale, vol. xii., 1886. 

Young woman of twenty-six, with hereditary taint, had symp¬ 
toms of melancholia, distaste for food, and tendency to suicide. 
She had hemianaesthesia of the left side, some hyperaesthetic 
zones, with neuro-muscular hyper-excitability. After some at¬ 
tempts they succeeded in hypnotizing her with the three states of 
lethargy, catalepsy, and somnambulism. The suggestions which 
the writers were able to provoke in this last state were numerous. 
It was found that, contrary to the observation of others, the 
paralysis provoked had not a constant character, and was not like 
that of central origin. 

It was also found that those suggestions which Bernheim calls 
negative are not alone those of sight and hearing, but also of 
touch and pain. The case described is most interesting from a 
therapeutic standpoint, because with hypnotism by means of sug¬ 
gestion, the cure of the patient was obtained, including all her 
psychical trouble. 


Cure of Mental Maladies by Hypodermic Injections 
of Hydrochlorate of Morphine in Large Doses. By Ven¬ 
turi E. Canger. II Manicomio , fasc. i., ii., iii. 

The authors have experimented in several forms of mental dis¬ 
ease with the injection of hydrochlorate of morphine in large 
doses. The experiments were also made in those states of in¬ 
sanity which are accompanied with a tendency to congestion of 
the head, which, according to Voisin, who was the first to adopt 
the methodical injection of morphine in the insane, contraindicated 
this cure. The dose of morphine used was twenty centigr., 
which was gradually increased up to thirty-four centigr. in the 
day. 

In twenty cases of simple mania twelve were healed and seven 
improved. In a single case there was no result. 

Cure was obtained in eight cases of acute mania, in three of 
simple lipemania, and in one of lipemania with stupor. Only an 
amelioration of symptoms was obtained in four cases of acute 
mania, in two of lipemania with stupor, and in one of chronic 
mania. A single unsuccessful case of lipemania with stupor. 

Grace Peckham. 
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Basedow’s Disease Cured by Operation. — Hack reports 
( Deutsch . med. Wochenschr ., June 24, 1886) a case of this disease 
which was unexpectedly, and to his astonishment, cured by cauter¬ 
ization of the inferior turbinated bones. The patient came for 
relief of the nasal symptoms from which she suffered. After cau¬ 
terizing the right side of the nose the exophthalmus of that side 
disappeared, and similarly with the left side, though not at once 
or to the same degree. The other symptoms, including increased 
action and enlargement of the heart, enlargement of the thyroid 
gland, and even the impaired eyesight, improved. Hack explains 
the case on the theory of its being a reflex neurosis of the sym¬ 
pathetic. 


Trephining for Meningeal Hemorrhage. —As the diag¬ 
nosis of the seat of meningeal hemorrhage is very difficult, if not 
impossible, when there are no signs of external injury, and inas¬ 
much as the extravasation occurs not only in the middle fossa of 
the skull, where it is most common, but also in the posterior and 
anterior fossae, Kronlein ( Deut . Zeitschr. /. Chirurgit , Bd. xxiii., 
Heft iii.) advises that the trephining be first performed—in doubt¬ 
ful cases—in the temporal region, at the point advised by Vogt, 
Beck, and others. If the hemorrhage be not found here, a second 
opening is to be made under the parietal eminence, the first for a 
haematoma anterior and media, and the latter for a haematoma 
posterior. This opinion is based on four cases of his own. The 
first case was a haematoma fronto-temporalis, right side, cured by 
trephining at the usual point. The second case was due to rup¬ 
ture of the left middle meningeal artery. There was a left-sided 
supra-dural haematoma, with right-sided hemiplegia. On account 
of enormous extension of the hemorrhage into the occipital fossa, 
it was necessary to trephine in both places. Recovery ensued, 
excepting that during convalescence paralysis of the fourth nerve 
came on and persisted. The third case was also trephined in 
two places, first in the usual spot, then three dm. above and one 
dm. behind. The haematoma was not found, because it was 
parieto-occipital. Death followed. In the fourth case, a diagnosis 
of probable intracranial haematoma of the right middle meningeal 
artery. It ended fatally, because it turned out to be a parieto¬ 
occipital haematoma, and was not reached by the operation, which 
was performed in the temporal region.— Centralbl. f. Nervenheilk ., 
Nov. 14, 1886. Morton Prince. 



